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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the 
Business Archives Council held on 20 November 
2019 at 9.30 am at Royal Institute of British 
Architects, London
Present: Mike Anson (Chair); Anne Archer; Melanie Aspey; Martin Barrow; Ravana Bhuyan; E.F. 
Clifton Page; Carl Cooper; Sophie Denman; Ravana Eagleheart; Judy Faraday; Terry Gourvish; Clara 
Harrow; Peter Judge; Sara Kinsey; Valerie Johnson; Moira Lovegrove; John Orbell; Hannah Raeburn; 
Natasha Richards; Caroline Shaw; Jeannette Strickland; Claire Tunstall; Alison Turton; Meg Venter; 
Helen Welch; Lorna Williams; Karyn Williamson

1.  Apologies for absence 

No apologies had been received.

2.  Approval of minutes 

 Mike Anson proposed that the minutes of the AGM of 14 November 2018 be agreed and 
signed. This was seconded by Judith Wright and approved unanimously.

3.  Chair’s report

The Chair reported on the year’s activities, including the work of the Crisis Management Team, 
with particular reference to the Thomas Cook archive. The Council had received over 130 
emails from academics stressing the importance of the collection. The future of the Wimpey 
archive had also been secured, after the CIRCA Trust had had to wind up. The Motorway 
Heritage Trust [Check] had been awarded the one-off cataloguing grant that had been 
awarded as a result of academic John Armstrong bequeathing the Council £2,000.

The Chair thanked the trustee and particularly the volunteers for all their hard work during the 
year. He also thank the organisers of the conference, the hosts RIBA, and the National Theatre 
for hosting the BAC Wadsworth Prize and Preservica for generously sponsoring the event.

4.  Hon. Treasurer’s report

The Hon Treasurer reported that the BAC had incurred a small deficit of £1,239 in 2018/19. 
However, we generated surpluses in recent years, so this was not a concern. Because of the 
surplus we had decided to increase our cataloguing grants from £3,000 to £4,000. In addition, 
we awarded an additional cataloguing grant in memory of John Armstrong. John left a 
bequest of £2,000 to the BAC and we matched this from funds in order to award the grant.

The hugely successful two-day conference last year generated more income, but also had 
higher costs than in previous years. Similarly the Wadsworth costs were higher last year, 
although a donation from Roche largely offset the additional costs.

Moira Lovegrove proposed that the accounts be accepted, Melanie Aspey seconded and it was 
passed unanimously.

5.  Changes to constitution

Karen Sampson proposed the following changes to the constitution:

Clause 7. Replace ‘friend’ with ‘another’

Clause 17. Add email as way of serving notice on member

Insert new clause before dissolution clause (clause 46):

The Executive Committee will take reasonable steps towards the upkeep and safeguarding of 
the Council’s archive. This will include, but is not limited to:

a) ensuring the archive is regularly maintained and kept up to date

b) obtaining a long-term and accessible storage location for the archive whilst remaining in 
the organisation’s ownership

c) donating, upon the winding up of the organisation, the archive to an archive repository with 
a suitable collection policy

These were seconded by Sara Kinsey and approved unanimously.



6.  Election of Honorary Officers

Mike Anson stepped down as Chair. His re-election was proposed by Judy Faraday, seconded by Sara Kinsey and 
passed unanimously.

The Chair proposed the re-election of Judy Faraday as deputy Chair, Moira Lovegrove as honorary Treasurer, Karen 
Sampson as honorary Secretary, and Natasha Richards as Membership Secretary. This was seconded by Jeannette 
Strickland and approved unanimously.

7.  Election of members of the Executive Committee

Valerie Johnson, Claire Twinn and Roy Edwards were all stepping down as trustees. Between them they had over 35 
years of service as trustees. The Chair thanked them all for their hard work and support. Karen Sampson planned to 
step down as Secretary and trustee in the new year. The Chair proposed a special vote of thanks to her for her work 
as Secretary, a post she’d held since 2005.

The Chair proposed the re-election of Anne Archer, Chris Campbell, Sara Kinsey, Dr Kate Murphy, Lorna Williams, 
Richard Wiltshire and Judith Wright, and the election of Emma Markiewicz. This was seconded by Valerie Johnson 
and approved unanimously.

7.  Election of President and Vice Presidents

The Chair proposed the re-election of Terry Gourvish as President, and Edwin Green, Alison Turton and Sam Twining 
as Vice Presidents. This was seconded by Melanie Aspey and approved unanimously.

8.  Election of auditors

Moira Lovegrove proposed that RSM UK be re-elected as auditors for the Council. This was seconded by Valerie 
Johnson and approved unanimously. 

9.  Any other business

John Orbell expressed concern about the decline in membership over the last few years and the fact the BAC no 
longer published a journal. The Chair responded that part of the reduction in members had been due to the new 
Membership Secretary rigorously reviewing the membership database and removing those who had not paid for 
some time. Some institutional members had been lost because a journal was no longer produced, but the costs 
saved in production outweighed income from those institutions. The Chair explained that over the last years of the 
journal it had become increasing difficult to get editors, and to get people to write articles. The Chair promised to 
review the situation periodically.

The meeting closed at 9.55am.


