B Newsletiber

BUSINESS

ARCHIVES
COUNCIL

The final quarter of 2007 has been a busy one for the Council. This
Newsletter brings you updates on the 2007 Conference, the Wadsworth
Prize, the Meet the Archivists workshop and of course Season’s Greetings!

The Annual General Meeting of the Business Archives Council was
held on 13 November at Barclays head office in Canary Wharf. Terry
Gourvish delivered his Chairman’s statement at this meeting and

we reproduce it here

Members,

n welcoming you to the Council’s AGM
Ifor the year 2006-7, I should like to report

on another year of solid achievement for
the Council. One of the key initiatives we
have been involved in has been the work of
the Business Records Development Officer. In
the first year Robert Brown worked on the
development of a strategy for business
archives from his TNA base, as well as keeping
us abreast of rescue issues. He has now moved
to a permanent post as archivist for Faber and
Faber and we are in the middle of the
recruitment process for a new Officer to
continue his work. Members of the Council
have been supportive of the work of the
BRDO - talking to Robert during the year
and answering the questionnaire that he sent
round and we thank you for that support. We
would like you to stay involved during the
refining stage of the strategy because this is
where you get to have your say. Consultation,
both within and from outside the sector, will
be a key feature of the next phase and you will
be able to contribute your own thoughts and
opinions to feed into the strategy.

The Council has also turned its attention, in
common with other charities, to the issue of
risk management. During the year we have
made a start by conducting a risk assessment,
which will becoming a continuing process.
Following the detailed guidelines from the
Charity Commission, potential risks have
been categorised as governance, operational,
financial, external and law & regulation
compliance risks. An impact and likelihood
assessment has been made. Initial work has
identified the loss of the membership
database as a substantial risk, and steps have

been taken to store a number of back-ups at

different locations.

Your Council has also fully maintained its
core activities:

Publications: Journal, Newsletter, Web

In Business Archives we had two substantial
issues in 2006/7. Volume 91 (Principles and
Practice), edited by Valerie Johnson,
contained contributions on the business
records of the Black Country, and the archives
of the Ionian Bank, held at LSE, and being
used by a number of scholars, notably Phil
Cottrell, the commissioned historian of the
Bank. There were also pieces on the Bank of
England archives; business archives in Japan;

Michael Moss’s provocative lecture, given at
the 2005 conference, on ‘the archives of
business and the business of archives’; and the
invaluable archive bibliography compiled by
Emma Stagg. Volume 92 (Sources and
History), edited by Mike Anson, contained
articles on Victorian businesswomen, ] & P
Coats, the RAC and two contributions using
the Bank of England archive, including
another contribution from one of our bursary
winners, Hiroki Shin, on the Bank of
England’s note issue outside London, 1797-
1821. The issue also included the extremely
useful bibliography of business history,
compiled by Richard Hawkins, and the list of
business records deposited. Jane Waller’s four
Newsletters kept members up to date on our
activities, and on news elsewhere. The
Council’s website has been enhanced and the
content significantly added to by Barbra
Ruperto. Once again, I record my sincere
thanks on your behalf to everyone concerned
in these activities.

Conference 2006

On 17 November 2006 our annual conference
was held in association with the Business
Archives Council of Scotland, the Business
Records Group of the Society of Archivists,
and the business & labour archives section of
the International Council on Archives. The
event was hosted by the Royal Bank of
Scotland in Edinburgh and had the theme
‘managing business archives: a global
perspective’. I was alas unable to attend the
conference, which was organised by Alison
Turton and, I am reliably informed, was a
great success, with an impressive international
dimension to the papers delivered.

Wadsworth Prize Reception 2006

The Wadsworth prize reception was held at
Barclays immediately after our last AGM. Our
thanks to Maria Sienkiewicz and Patrick
Gonsalves for hosting such a successful and
enjoyable event. The prize for 2005 went to
Professor Geoffrey Jones of Harvard Business
School, for his book Renewing Unilever:
Transformation and Tradition (Oxford
University Press, 2005). The award was
presented to Dr Peter Miskell, one of the
project’s researchers, on Professor Jones’s
behalf, by our President, Sam Twining, and
John Orbell, a member of the Prize panel.

continued on page 2






